"Bulletin  of 
COLUMBIA  THEOLOGICAL  SEMINARY 


DECATUR,    GEORGIA 


Vol.  XXXIII 


DECEMBER,   1940  No'   3 


RETURN  POSTAGE  GUARANTEED 
Entered  as  second-class  matter,  May  9,  1928,  at  the  post  office  at  Decatur,  Ga.,  under  the  Act  of  August  24,  1912. 
PUBLISHED  QUARTERLY  AT  DECATUR,  GEORGIA  __^_ 


THE  FALL  QUARTER 


IMPROVED  TRAINING  IN 
PUBLIC  SPEECH 


PROGRESS  OF  THE  SEMINARY'S 
CAMPAIGN 


THE  FALL  QUARTER 

Columbia  Seminary  has  just  completed  the  first  Quarter 
of  the  present  school  session.    In  many  respects  it  has  been 
one  of  the  most  successful  terms  in  the  history  of  the  in- 
stitution.   The  total  enrollment  of  students  has  been  71  — 
a  larger  number  than  has  attended  the  Seminary  in  any  year 
since   1928.    Not  only  is  the  new  Junior  Class  of  larger 
than  average  size  but  there  has  been  definite  growth  in  the 
number  of  men  applying  for  permission  to  take  graduate 
work  leading  to  the  Th.  M.  Degree.    It  is  expected  that 
several  students  will  be  admitted  for  the  remaining  two 
Quarters  of  the  academic  year.    The  crisis  of  the  times  has 
been  reflected  in  the  attitude  of  the  students  who,  for  the 
most  part,  have  done  faithful  work  in  the  classroom  and 
have  continued  to  manifest  a  spirit  of  sincere  interest  in 
evangelism  and  in  all  the  missionary  activities  of  the  Church. 

IMPROVED  TRAINING  IN 
PUBLIC  SPEAKING 

From  a  practical  viewpoint  there  are  few,  if  any,  aspects 
of  the  minister's  equipment  which  are  more  important  than 
the  ability  to  speak  in  a  pleasing  and  effective  manner.  It 
is  vain  for  him  to  have  the  knowledge  of  libraries  in  his 
mind  and  the  gift  of  a  finished  literary  style  in  sermon 
preparation  if  his  congregation  cannot  hear  or  understand 
his  message  when  he  stands  in  the  pulpit.  Increasing  at- 
tention is  properly  being  paid  to  this  fact  in  the  theological 
world  of  our  day. 

Required  courses  in  Public  Speaking  are  taught  at  Col- 
umbia Seminary  by  Rev.  Russell  F.  Johnson,  an  alumnus 
of  this  institution  with  graduate  training  in  Public  Speech 
at  Northwestern  University,  who  is  now  pastor  of  the 
Oakhurst  Presbyterian  Church  in  Decatur.  In  addition  to 
offering  classroom  instruction  in  this  subject,  Mr.  Johnson 
has  arranged  for  the  past  several  years  that  at  least  an  an- 
nual recording  of  the  students'  voices  should  be  made.  The 
work  has  been  handicapped,  however,  by  the  fact  that  the 
institution  has  not  had  a  recording  instrument  of  its  own. 
This  fall  the  Seminary  has  purchased  a  high  grade  record- 
ing machine  for  the  exclusive  and  fulltime  use  of  its  De- 


partment  of  Public  Speech.  As  a  result  of  this  step  it  is 
now  possible  to  record  an  entire  sermon  of  each  student  as 
he  delivers  his  annual  message  before  the  faculty  and  stu- 
dent body.  In  addition  to  this  recording,  which  is  required 
for  all  students,  it  will  be  possible  to  make  additional  rec- 
ords for  each  man  from  time  to  time  as  they  are  needed  in 
correcting  defects  in  speech.  It  is  believed  that  this  oppor- 
tunity to  hear  themselves  as  others  hear  them  will  be  of 
great  value  to  the  students,  and  will  result  in  making  them 
more  effective  preachers. 


PROGRESS  OF  THE  SEMINARY'S 
CAMPAIGN 

Eighteen  months  ago  a  generous  friend  of  Columbia 
Seminary,  realizing  the  institution's  pressing  need  for  a 
more  adequate  support,  offered  to  match  all  gifts  made  to 
its  endowment  within  two  years  dollar  for  dollar,  up  to  a 
total  of  $100,000.  The  time  was  not  auspicious  for  a 
campaign  since  the  task  of  completing  the  Ministers'  An- 
nuity Fund  absorbed  the  energies  of  the  Church  during 
most  of  the  last  year,  and  the  raising  of  funds  for  the  As- 
sembly's Training  School  had  been  set  for  this  year.  A 
real  effort  has  been  made  to  avoid  interfering  with  these 
vitally  important  undertakings.  In  view  of  the  fact  that 
only  a  limited  time  was  allowed  it,  however,  the  Seminary 
was  compelled  to  move  forward  as  rapidly  as  possible  and 
a  quiet  but  continuous  effort  to  secure  subscriptions  has 
been  made  wherever  the  way  was  clear. 

Up  to  the  present  time  approximately  $67,000  of  the 
desired  $100,000  has  been  secured  in  gifts  or  pledges.  The 
record  would  not  have  been  nearly  so  good,  however,  had 
it  not  been  for  one  generous  legacy  which  provided  nearly 
half  of  the  amount.  During  recent  months  various  churches, 
especially  within  the  Synod  of  Georgia,  have  opened  their 
pulpits  for  a  presentation  of  the  Seminary's  appeal,  and 
this  has  been  followed  by  a  quiet  approach  to  individuals  in 
the  congregations.  Very  few  large  gifts  have  been  made 
but  an  encouraging  number  of  individuals  have  manifested 
an  interest  in  the  work  by  subscribing  small  amounts. 
Many  of  these  gifts  have  represented  genuine  sacrifice. 


The  time  remaining  for  this  important  undertaking  is 
brief     The  offer  which  has  made   the  campaign   possible 
expires  on  May   1,    1941.    Surely   the  supporting  Synods 
will  not  be  content  to  lose  an  opportunity  which  will  not 
come   again.     It   is  to  be   hoped   that   many   churches  will 
arrange  to  hold  Columbia  Seminary  Days  during  the  next 
few  months— that  multitudes  of  Presbyterians  in  these  and 
in  other  congregations  will  subscribe  to  this  undertaking. 
It  is  seldom  that  any  one  has  a  chance  to  see  every  dollar 
which  he  gives  immediately   doubled   in   its  value  to   the 
Church.    If   there  ever  was  a  time  to  give  to  theological 
education  in  this  area,  that  time  is  now.    Columbia  Sem- 
inary appeals  to  the  ministers,  to  the  churches,  and  to  its 
individual  friends  to   see   that  the   full  amount  needed   is 
raised. 


